
STATEMENT 

Given the current situation in our country, which has been plunged into chaos, violence, 
misrule and death, provoked by criminal gangs and terrorists who are exploiting the 
legitimate right to protest of a historically neglected people, we are putting our work as 
Emmaus ragpickers on hold to exercise our right to speak out at this time of national 
political crisis, inspired by the values of solidarity and respect for life that we embrace. 

The situation is escalating due to a power struggle between right-wing factions and the 
recalcitrant left, turning a blind eye to the chaos that people are having to endure day 
after day. It is also delaying the large-scale projects that the country needs and affecting 
the poorest people who live hand-to-mouth from their work in the informal economy, 
which the government regards with indifference. 

Dark forces are taking advantage of these troubled waters to make their illegal demands 
heard, which are, moreover, all part of the government's failure to govern. 

For over 30 years, our country has been steeped in corruption, an endemic evil that has 
been passed down from generation to generation, causing harm to future generations 
and leaving our citizens without any opportunities for development. 

The system has not worked. Various different political tendencies have been in power, 
from the right, the independent centre, and, more recently, the left. Yet each time, the 
country has been plagued by criminal acts of corruption, bad government practices and 
political manipulation, undermining electoral processes and distorting governments. 

Today we face a government crisis and discredited political parties and leaders. Society 
as a whole has no faith or hope in the current politicians who, for the most part, cater 
to private or subordinate interests. 

That is why the country is now urgently calling for new elections and the closure of 
Congress. The street is engulfed in a social and political crisis with two opposing sides 
which, with their hunger for power, are breeding chaos and vandalism. 

The Federation of Emmaus Peru stands against any act of violence, irrespective of its 
origin, as a movement that promotes peace and strategies to combat poverty. We help 
the most vulnerable and respect all human beings as the main focus of any action, 
whether political, social or economic. 

This is why we are speaking out to state that: 

We stand against violence and the killing of citizens, police or members of the armed 
forces! 

We call for a national committee for peace and dialogue, including all stakeholders and 
social movements in the country. 

We respect marches as a peaceful and legitimate means for social organisations to 
express their demands, as enshrined in our constitution. However, given the current 
situation, we call for them to exercise utmost vigilance regarding infiltrators who are 



causing death and destruction to our beloved country. We urge against manipulation 
and misrepresentation of demands in order to exploit and advance the biased agendas 
of harmful powers in the country. 

We are hereby issuing this statement to express the feelings of all well-meaning 
Peruvians and citizens in order to initiate a new reconciliation process in the country, 
based on respect, solidarity and love for the people. 
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Águilas Emaús  
Emaús San Agustín 
Fundación Cuna Nazaret 
Emaús Villa El Salvador 
 

 
24 January 2023 
Peru 


