Tomorrow’s humanity will be built from today’s reception of
migrants

18 December 2017

Today, on International Migrants Day, our thoughts are with the thousands of children, women
and men who have perished in the Mediterranean, in the desert or in captivity after setting out on
a journey in search of a better life and a more secure and dignified existence, just like any other
human might wish for. We pay homage to all those, exiled from their countries, who have had to
risk their lives as a result of decades of rich-world policies that have put obstacles and dangers
in their path.

Today, on International Migrants Day, our thoughts are also with all those committed citizens
who, in France, Europe or the rest of the world, work to welcome migrants, stand in solidarity
with them, and build today’s humanity and tomorrow’s world.

The barriers placed in the way of these migrants play into the hands of those who profit from
misery, who sow trouble and terror through subjecting these people to human trafficking,
extortion and slavery. These evils should be denounced and fought. However, the repressive
tactics blindly deployed by European governments have the dual result of hitting migrants hard
while increasing their need to resort to criminal networks.

France is on the front line of this dirty war. A draft law currently being debated in parliament
would allow for preventive administrative detention of those affected by the Dublin Regulation®.
In early 2018, anther draft law on immigration and asylum threatens to further increase
repressive measures against all foreign nationals. Without even waiting for these reforms to be
adopted, the Ministry of the Interior, in a memorandum dated 20 November, urged prefects to
obtain rapid results in terms of deportation of those in irregular situations. To add to the
unacceptable nature of these policies, other measures are being created to threaten the
principle of an unconditional welcome in emergency accommodation structures, aiming to force
organisations that are operating in these centres to play a role in the selection of “good” and
“bad” migrants.

1 The European Dublin Ill Regulation, allowing for migrants to be returned to the EU state through
which they travelled before arriving in France.



The picture is similar when it comes to what is happening outside of France. President Macron
expresses outrage at the treatment of detained migrants in Libya and the slave markets, which
he feigns to have had no knowledge of until NGOs revealed that they had been in operation for
several years. But neither France nor Europe plan to cease providing funds the Libyan
“authorities” so that they continue to close off migrant routes, and therefore turn a blind eye to
the violence and trafficking in which they are, in fact, complicit.

The arguments are always the same: France, like Europe, cannot take on all of the world’s
poor... Except that “all of the world’s poor” have no intention of coming to France or Europe. The
figures are clear on this. Persisting with their black and white logic of selection between good
and bad, authorities in European countries refuse to admit that there are varied causes for
migration, therefore also refusing to consider that criteria for admitting and granting protection
should be similarly varied.

Through our activities in the field we, citizen associations and organisations, observe the
consequences of this way of thinking on a daily basis: mistreatment of migrants, violation of their
fundamental rights, criminalisation of volunteers, weakening of the principles that govern social
work and protection of the most vulnerable, and thereby the very foundations of national
solidarity.

These policies have been developed without any large-scale consultation with the hundreds of
local associations, citizen collectives or national organisations that work alongside migrants. In
spite of our requests, the government hides behind its preconceptions, limiting any debate to
certain stakeholders to inform their decisions and confirm their choice of populist approaches
which remain devoid of realism, every day further eroding our opportunity to build a future based
on rights, solidarity an respect.

In this incredibly worrying context, we took the initiative on 21 November to launch the “General
States of Migration”. After an initial stage of regional meetings with all citizen stakeholders
involved, the ideas and proposals that emerge will be discussed during a large national meeting
planed for next spring. Our goal is to discover shared requests and concrete proposals for an
alternative migratory policy that respects fundamental rights.

Today, on 18 December, in support of all migrants, we are firmly committed to promoting radical
change that will end these migratory policies that have such tragic human consequences.
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