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AN ecONOmY BASeD ON SOLIDARITY

Well before Emmaus International was 
officially set up, the ties linking the first 
Emmaus groups together were based on 

solidarity. Solidarity, in order to create or support new 
initiatives, and to respond to the hope people put into 
the movement. Since then, solidarity has become  
integral to belonging to Emmaus International and is 
carried out in a variety of ways, as this short booklet 
illustrates. 

A new cycle of annual sales, run by all Emmaus groups, 
is about to get started, so that social economy and  
solidarity-based activities can be developed, a  
handful of emergencies can be responded to and 
members can travel to give talks on solidarity.  
Economic activity focused on profit is floundering. 
Let’s demonstrate that the only kind of growth that’s 
worth anything is solidarity. We need each and every 
one of you! 

Jean Rousseau
Chair of Emmaus International
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 The emmaus movement’s  
international chain of solidarity

The first essential step to international solidarity in the movement 
is the annual solidarity sale, which has been a requirement for all 
groups since 1996. For the past 15 years, groups have also been 
able to take part in the annual paris salon. 

The proceeds of the annual sale and salon enable the movement 
to support groups’ solidarity actions in the four emmaus regions 
worldwide and to top up the solidarity funds (see the following 
pages for more details). 

Groups in europe are also asked:

•	 by emmaus europe to take part in its intra-european solidarity 
programmes (projects and shipment of goods) for groups in 
eastern europe

•	 to take part in regional salons, which are organised in the 
French regions, and by the national organisations in Switzer-
land and Italy. The proceeds of these sales may be allocated to 
one of the movement’s priority areas. 

A lot of requests are made. But they respond to a great deal of 
different needs and realities, which aren’t at odds with one ano-
ther. Together, they make up this distinctive, international chain 
of solidarity, which is integral to the emmaus movement.
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Use made of the solidarity sale proceeds

pooling resources for solidarity is central to the emmaus movement. 

every year, member groups run solidarity sales. The proceeds are used 

to help the most disadvantaged groups. The funds collected from 

the solidarity sales are firstly used to finance solidarity projects put 

forward every year by the emmaus regions. They also go towards the 

movement’s solidarity funds (emergency funds, regional funds, inter-

national container fund, and other activities). Some of the proceeds 

also contributed this year to the work on Lake Nokoué. 

In 2013, the solidarity sales financed projects in Africa, South America and 
Asia. The proceeds of the paris salon in june 2013 financed projects in 
europe.

paris salon on 16 june 2013, attended by representatives of two organisations fighting 
human trafficking in Bosnia and Lithuania.

Distribution of 2013 solidarity sale proceeds (in Euros)
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Solidarity projects financed in 2013

AFRIcA - Financed by the solidarity sales
emmAUS pAHOU (Benin)
Increasing microcredit €10 000

emmAUS TOHOUè (Benin)
Building a second hand shop in porto-Novo €20 000 

BeNeBNOOmA (Burkina Faso)
Building of three classrooms €10 000

BOBLemeNG Ne weNDe (Burkina Faso)
cattle farming €4000

eSO (Burkina Faso)
purchase of a van to develop the equipment hire service €10 000

pAG-LA-YIRI (Burkina Faso)
Building an accommodation centre (final stages) €10 000 

SemUS (Burkina Faso)
Setting up the Abbé pierre shoemaker’s shop in Yako €15 000

weNDYAAm (Burkina Faso)
Starting up a table and chair rental service / Setting up a restaurant €4000

ALDp (Burundi)
purchase of a plot of land to develop the emmaus school €13 500

cAjeD (Democratic Republic of the congo)
Building a drop-in centre (1st stage) €12 000 

UFeLcI (cote d’Ivoire)
poultry farm in Abidjan €4001 

emmAUS VIe (madagascar)
purchasing a plot of land and building a head office for emmaus Vie €15 000 

SOUTH AmeRIcA - Financed by the solidarity sales
emmAUS BURzAcO (Argentina)
Building warehouses €68 000 

emmAUS VILLA eL SALVADOR (peru)
purchasing land/premises €85 000 

emmAUS SAN AGUSTIN (peru)
carpentry workshop €3054 

ASIA - Financed by the solidarity sales
water programme 

for 7 member organisations x 4 878 € €34 146 

microcredit programme 
for 7 member organisations x 4 878 € €34 146 

ecotourism programme 
for 7 member organisations x 1 422 € €9954 

Training programme 
for 7 member organisations x 3 069 € €21 483 

eUROpe - Financed by the paris salon
INTeRNATIONAL FORUm OF SOLIDARITY – emmAUS  (Bosnia)
‘emmaus network against human trafficking’ €59 900 

SUppORT ceNTRe FOR FAmILIeS OF mISSING peRSONS (Lithuania)
Girl and Boy power in Lithuania €16 530 

SUppORT ceNTRe FOR FAmILIeS OF mISSING peRSONS (Lithuania)
Dealing with human trafficking together €30 000 

OVeRALL TOTAL €489 713 
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BeNIN

Set up in 1990

member of emmaus International since 1992

AcTIVITIeS: 

For homeless young people: social and professional reintegration 
through agriculture and livestock farming; education; literacy.
microcredit loans for women; collecting and recycling mobile 
phones; advocacy work amongst the population.

Since 2010, emmaus pahou has been developing its microcredit  
activity. The programme has so far helped 628 women from 7 orga-
nisations. emmaus pahou wanted to increase its capital in order to 
be able to respond to the large number of requests for loans, and to 
develop new income-generating activities.

Thanks to these microcredit loans, the women have acquired a sta-
tus and identity and are more involved in household management and  
local decision-making. 

10

project financed: 

€10 000

INcReASING mIcROcReDIT



emmAUS TOHOUè
BeNIN 

Set up in 1993

member of emmaus International since 1992

AcTIVITIeS: 

community; market gardening; livestock farming;  
compost-making; accommodation (Tohouè);  
palm oil production (pobé).

Since it could no longer use the shop where it used to sell goods  
received by container, emmaus Tohouè began building another shop 
which will enable it to sell more goods received by container and to 
increase its income. 
In 2013, the proceeds from selling goods received by container 
made it possible to support many activities: renovating buildings,  
purchasing air conditioning units for the meeting room, microcredit 
loans, purchase of pigs, making and setting up a large gate at the  
factory in pobé, sponsoring school children and apprentices, providing  
school books, meals and travel, donating books to school libraries, and  
making donations for the village’s cultural activities. 

12

project financed: 

€20 000

BUILDING A SecOND HAND SHOp IN pORTO-NOVO
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BeNeBNOOmA
BURKINA FASO 

Set up in 1984

member of emmaus International since 1997

AcTIVITIeS: 

education and training for children (nursery and primary age); 
school for the deaf; technical training; sports; vocational 
training workshops (mechanics, printing, metalwork); cultural 
activities (Radio palabre, Nuits Atypiques, Saaba troupe).

Funds from the solidarity sales have benefited accounting students 
and the organisation as a whole, as its education facilities have been  
improved:

•	 Three classrooms built, each with capacity for 60 students

•	 classroom furniture (boards, desks, chairs, metal cupboards, 
tables, benches, chalk, etc.) and teaching materials.

14

project financed: 

€10 000

BUILDING OF THRee cLASSROOmS
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BOBLemeNG Ne weNDe
BURKINA FASO 

Set up in 1995

partner organisation

AcTIVITIeS:

Action to fight poverty; promoting modern livestock farming 
and agriculture; microcredit loans for women; literacy; market 
gardening; HIV and AIDS awareness raising.

Livestock farming is an essential component of Sanmatenga province’s 
economic activity. most of the active population works in the sector. 
Developing the farm will enable the organisation to: 

•	 create work for 18 members of the organisation

•	 Improve their living conditions and those of their families

•	 Generate a stable source of revenue to guarantee their economic 
independence

•	 meet their objectives of tackling unemployment and poverty.

16

project financed: 

€4000

cATTLe FARmING
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eSO
(emmaus Solidarity Ouaga)

BURKINA FASO

Set up in 1991

member of emmaus International since 1997

AcTIVITIeS: 

more than 35 active volunteers and staff. 

market gardening; literacy and training for farmers; educational 
support; dress-making; mechanics workshop; pharmacy; sceptic 
tank emptying service; cybercafé; refreshment stall; chair, table 
and tarpaulin hire; sales.

The organisation runs a rental service, and hires out 6 large tents, 500 
chairs, 50 tables and a sound system. Given high demand, the organi-
sation wanted to develop its rental service. 

By purchasing a van, they have been able to facilitate and speed up 
transport, and improve the team’s working capacity and conditions. 
The organisation has therefore been able to increase its income.

18

project financed: 

€10 000

pURcHASe OF A VAN TO DeVeLOp THe eqUIpmeNT HIRe SeRVIce
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pAG-LA-YIRI
BURKINA FASO

Set up in 1975

member of emmaus International since 2003

AcTIVITIeS: 

Action for society’s most disadvantaged people: literacy activities 
for women, children, orphans, elderly and disabled people;  
education and training; information and awareness raising 
amongst the population; income-generating activities; market 
gardening; lobbying administrative authorities.

The reception and accommodation centre in the rural town of zabré has 
been able to be finalised. This has enabled the organisation: 

•	 To provide pleasant accommodation in the rural town of zabré 
•	 To host large-scale regional events at its conference room and res-

taurant
•	 To accommodate trainers and trainees at literacy campaigns and 

other training courses run by its representatives in other areas 

The centre’s income is helping the organisation with its aim of 
reaching financial independence.

20

project financed: 

€10 000

BUILDING AN AccOmmODATION ceNTRe (FINAL STAGeS)
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SemUS
(Solidarity and mutual aid in the Sahel)

BURKINA FASO

Set up in 1991

member of emmaus International since 1997

AcTIVITIeS: 

environment; agriculture and livestock farming; education  
(sponsorship of children); cybercafé; support for small businesses; 
hydraulics; promotion of national voluntary service; health (HIV and 
AIDS awareness raising); drop-in centre; sales.
Activities financed thanks to the drop-in centre, shop, cybercafé, 
electricity workshop and depository).

The organisation received a large batch of shoemaking machines from 
the emmaus de puy Guillaume community in France. 
It has since started manufacturing leather goods, especially shoes. 
The shoemaker’s shop employs a qualified shoemaker and shop mana-
ger, as well as four young apprentices who help make the items. 
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project financed: 

€15 000

SeTTING Up THe ABBé pIeRRe SHOemAKeR’S SHOp IN YAKO
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weND-YAAm ASSOcIATION
BURKINA FASO

Set up in 1992

partner organisation

AcTIVITIeS: 

contribute to the socio-economic development of women, young 
girls, young disabled and marginalised people. 

The group would like to start up two activities in addition to the activi-
ties it already runs for women and young people: 

•	 Setting up a table and chair rental service for events

•	 Setting up a restaurant

These activities should firstly create jobs for the women and young 
people with whom the organisation works. They will also enable the or-
ganisation to finance the support it offers to women and deaf children, 
with a view to its financial self-sufficiency. 

24

project financed: 

€4000

STARTING Up A TABLe AND cHAIR ReNTAL SeRVIce
SeTTING Up A ReSTAURANT
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ALDp
(Association to fight crime and poverty)

BURUNDI 

Set up in 2002

member of emmaus International since 2004

AcTIVITIeS: 

Training for young people and adults (hairdressing, carpentry, 
dress-making, photo studio); sports; drama; civic education; 
literacy; HIV/AIDS awareness raising; raising awareness of the 
dangers of illegal immigration to europe.

The emmaus school has both a nursery and primary school. It was set 
up to provide children from poor areas north of Bujumbura with quality 
education. Schooling is free for the poorest. 

Buying this plot of land has made it possible to:

•	 create jobs, to build new school buildings

•	 Increase the school’s intake of children

•	 Increase ADLp’s financial autonomy with the school’s revenue 

26

project financed: 

€13 500

pURcHASe OF A pLOT OF LAND TO DeVeLOp THe emmAUS ScHOOL

So
lid

ar
ity

 p
ro

je
ct

s 
 -

 A
fr

ic
a



cAjeD
(concerted action for disadvantaged young people)

DemOcRATIc RepUBLIc OF THe cONGO

Set up in 1996

member of emmaus International since 2003

AcTIVITIeS: 

Social and psychological assistance for disadvantaged children 
and young people (street children, children no longer living with 
their families, former child soldiers and displaced children);  
listening and guidance; housing; helping children back into 
school; mediation and family reunification; vocational training. 

The organisation would like to set up a centre for the young people 
it assists, who have often been abandoned. educational activities,  
providing food, clothing and healthcare, guidance and training will be 
organised for these young people, prior to reuniting them with their 
families.  

28

project financed: 

€12 000

BUILDING A DROp-IN ceNTRe (1ST STAGe)
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UFeLcI 
côTe D’IVOIRe 

Set up in 2003

partner organisation

AcTIVITIeS: 

environment (water supply purification; water tower project and 
village water supply systems); human rights (children and  
women’s rights charters; fighting injustice and all forms of  
discrimination); education (literacy and integration for homeless 
children, child workers and illiterate women – hairdressers,  
dressmakers, farmers, servants); encouraging people to save.  

Developing the poultry farm will enable to NGO to: 

•	 provide 5 members of the NGO with work at the farm

•	 Have a stable source of income to develop its activities to help 
children, young girls and women

•	 Increase traditional poultry production in order to aim for the 
country’s food self-sufficiency (which totals 3 million chickens per 
year).

30

project financed: 

€4000

pOULTRY FARm IN ABIDjAN
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emmAUS BURzAcO
ARGeNTINA 

Set up in 1956

member of emmaus International since 1971

AcTIVITIeS: 

emmaus Burzaco has been working with disadvantaged people 
for over 50 years.  It is currently developing its activities run at 
the community, the casa del Niño children’s activity centre and 
technical school.
Learning support; art, cultural and sports workshops; vocational 
training (electricity, mechanics, dressmaking and hairdressing).

The community badly needed a covered site to receive its donations 
before they are sent to the workshops, scrap or shops. 

The group is currently looking at buying building materials to build the 
warehouses. This will not only improve storage of the donations and 
enable the group to park its vans, but it will mean the companions can 
work indoors, which will improve their working conditions. 

32

project financed: 

€68 000

BUILDING wAReHOUSeS
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emmAUS VILLA eL SALVADOR
peRU 

Set up in 2001

member of emmaus International since 2012

AcTIVITIeS: 

education (learning support and food education); training; 
sales; recycling.

Until now, the organisation ran its activities and stored its goods in 
rented premises. 

Buying land will enable the group to set up its activities there, and 
improve all of its services and activities (receiving donors, services for 
members of the community, local population and poor).

34

project financed: 

€85 000

pURcHASING LAND/pRemISeS
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emmAUS SAN AGUSTIN
peRU 

Set up in 2000

member of emmaus International since 2003

AcTIVITIeS: 

community made up of 40 companions (men and women) 
between the ages of 18 and 40.
workshops and training in welding, electronics, bicycle repair 
and carpentry; sales (collection, sorting, repair);  
solidarity action.  

The organisation has equipped itself with two carpentry machines, 
which enable it to: 

•	 Repair the furniture the group collects

•	 make small items of furniture with packing wood, as good as those 
which can be bought in town, in an area in which there are many 
carpentry workshops

•	 Train companions in better finishing techniques and make it easier 
for them to break into the job market

•	 Give local people access to good-quality, low-cost furniture. 

It also means the group can increase its collection work, production, 
sales, work and accommodation capacity, and the group’s income.  

36

project financed: 

€3054

cARpeNTRY wORKSHOp
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THANApARA SwALLOwS
BANGLADeSH

Set up in 1972

member of emmaus International since 2001

AcTIVITIeS: 

Handicraft workshop with women from the village; selling  
handicraft through fair trade channels; microcredit loans;  
educational activities; tackling domestic violence; promoting 
organic farming; access to healthcare and to drinking water.   

The group is working to tackle the presence of arsenic in drinking water: 
arsenic detection, informing and raising awareness amongst villagers, 
medical examinations and treatment where necessary.

38

projects financed: 

€4878 - wATeR pROGRAmme

€4878 - microcrEDit pROGRAmme

The group offers microcredit loans to rural populations that cannot ac-
cess bank loans as they lack guarantees. This microcredit enables them 
to start up small economic activities. 

€1422 - ecOTOURISm pROGRAmme

By developing the ecotourism programme, the group would like to show 
that Bangladesh is not just a disaster-afflicted country, but that there 
are also great initiatives there.

Training and support for handicraft producers to help them improve their 
production and sales, and therefore increase their income in order to feed 
their families. 

€3069 - trAiNiNG PROGRAmme
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FLOReNce HOme FOUNDATION 
INDIA

Set up in 1992

member of emmaus International since 2004

AcTIVITIeS: 

children’s home; microcredit; organic farm; environment; water 
management; health programmes; ecotourism.

A rainwater collection unit has been built on site at the home for young 
girls. The group is aiming to improve access to water and water conser-
vation. 

40

projects financed: 

€4878 - wATeR pROGRAmme

€4878 - microcrEDit pROGRAmme

Loans granted to 24 beneficiaries (16 women and 8 young widows) to 
set up or develop small economic activities (agriculture, shops, tailoring 
workshops, purchase of a tricycle, etc.) 

€1422 - ecOTOURISm pROGRAmme

A computer and laptop have been bought to communicate about this 
programme, which helps increase the group’s income, by developing 
existing infrastructure.

•	 Training in money management, recycling and renewable energy, ai-
med at leaders of NGOs, women’s groups, students and small far-
mers, among others  

•	 Raising awareness about the emmaus movement, Abbé pierre and 
emmaus International’s priority areas.

€3069 - trAiNiNG PROGRAmme
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KUDUmBAm
INDIA

Set up in 1982

member of emmaus International since 2000

AcTIVITIeS: 

Organic farming; food security; ecotourism; women’s rights; 
training for students on environmental protection; reinforcing 
community-based management of forests. 

•	 Reinforcing community-based management of reservoirs and ponds
•	 Organisation of training on these themes.

42

projects financed: 

€4878 - wATeR pROGRAmme

€4878 - microcrEDit pROGRAmme

Improving women’s groups’ financial management in order to improve 
organic farming. 

€1422 - ecOTOURISm pROGRAmme

Improving the ecotourism leaflets. A training course was organised for 
the tourist guides.

Training sessions have been held every month for administrative staff 
and staff on the ground. Training on organisation and management, 
rainwater collection, recycling wastewater, and the emmaus movement’s 
values.   

€3069 - trAiNiNG PROGRAmme
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TARA pROjecTS ASSOcIATION 
INDIA

Set up in 1999

member of emmaus International since 2004

AcTIVITIeS: 

Handicraft; fair trade; vocational training; microcredit loans for 
women; child sponsoring; fighting against child labour;  
defending the right to water, healthcare, education and work; 
protecting the environment. 

Rainwater collection, restoring and cleaning ponds, awareness raising, 
training and advocacy. 

44

projects financed: 

€4878 - wATeR pROGRAmme

€4878 - microcrEDit pROGRAmme

Identifying and supporting the poorest of the poor in setting up small 
businesses and regularly monitoring the 580 beneficiaries to date.

€1422 - ecOTOURISm pROGRAmme

Identifying and studying potential new areas/villages for ecotourism 
activities. Developing facilities for the visitors and producing leaflets.  
Organising tours in the villages and other historic sites. 

Organising training sessions for students, young people and staff, among 
others, about the emmaus movement, governance, leadership qualities, 
and efficient organisational management.  

€3069 - trAiNiNG PROGRAmme
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VcDS
(Village community Development Society)

INDIA

Set up in 1980

member of emmaus International since 1992

AcTIVITIeS: 

Non-formal education; civic training and learning support; 
organic agriculture; vocational training; legal aid for women, 
children and disabled people; defending rights of Dalits.  

Training and awareness-raising aimed at farmers on irrigation and 
rainwater collection techniques. conference on water management and 
campaigns against cash crops, plundering natural resources, and illegal 
pumping of groundwater. 

46

projects financed: 

€4878 - wATeR pROGRAmme

€4878 - microcrEDit pROGRAmme

Support for poor farmers to start up an agricultural activity or small shop, 
and for young seamstresses, to help them increase their income.

€1422 - ecOTOURISm pROGRAmme

Improving facilities for eco-tourists (renovating rooms, kitchen, toilets, 
installing air-conditioning, painting buildings) to encourage them to find 
out about the Indian lifestyle, heritage and culture.

Raising awareness about the emmaus values and ethos. Training for 
young people to give them a good start in life. Training on social deve-
lopment. Introducing income-generating activities.

€3069 - trAiNiNG PROGRAmme
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YAYASAN peNGHIBUR
INDONeSIA 

Set up in 1983

member of emmaus International since 1999
 
AcTIVITIeS: 

Social activities: home for orphans and abandoned children; 
home for disabled people and elderly people. 
economic activities: dairy farm; milk distribution for children; 
car hire; woodcraft; solidarity-based tourism;  
access to healthcare; reforestation. 

As part of the Biopore programme, 2298 boreholes dug in 2013 and 1320 
more are to be dug in 2014.

48

projects financed: 

€4878 - wATeR pROGRAmme

€4878 - microcrEDit pROGRAmme

microcredit granted to groups of women. 

€1422 - ecOTOURISm pROGRAmme

preparing accommodation centres in mountainous areas or at their 
centre. The group is now ready to receive local or foreign visitors.

Organisation of training sessions for young people, staff and other stake-
holders, about the emmaus movement, governance, leadership, and effi-
cient organisational management. 

€3069 - trAiNiNG PROGRAmme
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Aep
(Occupational mutual support organisation)

LeBANON

Set up in 1984

member of emmaus International since 1996

AcTIVITIeS: 

Aep is a pioneer in the area of microcredit. It provides loans to 
people who do not meet banking requirements and defends the 
“the right to economic initiative… the right to loans for all”.

Aep works with small farmers in arid zones in Lebanon. The project aims 
to construct rainwater collecting systems, and offer microcredit loans to 
small farmers to finance micro-irrigation techniques.

50

projects financed: 

€4878 - wATeR pROGRAmme

€4878 - microcrEDit pROGRAmme

Through its main activity of ethical financing, Aep is contributing to:
•	 make people financially self-sufficient and able to earn a living with 

dignity
•	 Raise groups’ awareness about the importance of mutual support as 

a way of alleviating poverty
•	 meet “unmet needs” in order to contribute to alleviating poverty.

€1422 - ecOTOURISm pROGRAmme

By developing the ecotourism programme, the group is able to generate 
revenue and build its capacities. The programme also goes to improve 
visitors’ knowledge of Lebanon.

Training sessions provided by members of the Aep team and experts in 
all the regions in which Aep is active. The themes (leadership, communi-
cation, basic accounting) are mainly aim to empower women.

€3069 - trAiNiNG PROGRAmme
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INTeRNATIONAL FORUm OF SOLIDARITY
BOSNIA

Set up in 1999

member of emmaus International since 2003

AcTIVITIeS: 

Assistance for vulnerable people; housing; healthcare,  
psychological support, protecting women and minors; AIDS, drugs 
and human trafficking prevention programme; social, economic, 
cultural and environmental activities.

The International Forum of Solidarity set up the ‘emmaus network 
against human trafficking’ which aims to fight against and prevent 
human trafficking through political initiatives, training and impro-
ving knowledge, for example by:

•	 Setting up a european emmaus centre for research (November 
2013) 

•	 providing training and developing training materials

•	 Setting up a webpage dedicated to raising awareness and pre-
vention

•	 monitoring legislation; lobbying.
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project financed: 

€59 900

‘emmAUS NeTwORK AGAINST HUmAN TRAFFIcKING’
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SUppORT ceNTRe FOR FAmILIeS OF  
mISSING peRSONS 
LITHUANIA

Set up in 1996

AcTIVITIeS:

Set up by parents of missing persons, the organisation’s main aim 
it to fight against human trafficking, through offering assistance 
to victims, prevention and education, publicising the issue,  
lobbying national authorities and by searching for  
missing persons.

The organisation has set up the programmes, ‘Girl power’ and ‘Boy 
power’, in order to make girls and boys more independent. The pro-
gramme helps them to: 

•	 Boost their confidence and self-awareness

•	 make the most of their strengths and abilities

•	 Break away from their ‘negative’ family backgrounds and pasts

•	 encourage them to continue with their studies

•	 promote equality between the sexes and equality in general

•	 encourage girls to defend themselves

•	 encourage boys to respect girls. 
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project financed: 

€16 530 

GIRL AND BOY pOweR IN LITHUANIA
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SUppORT ceNTRe FOR FAmILIeS OF  
mISSING peRSONS 
LITHUANIA

Set up in 1996

AcTIVITIeS:

Set up by parents of missing persons, the organisation’s main aim 
it to fight against human trafficking, through offering  
assistance to victims, prevention and education, publicising the 
issue, lobbying national authorities and through searching for 
missing persons.

The drop-in centre provides support and follow-up to victims of 
forced prostitution and/or human trafficking, and runs information, 
education and prevention activities. It also puts pressure on national 
authorities, is developing legal groundwork and actively searches for 
missing persons.

In order for this support to be sustainable, the project’s aim is for the 
drop-in centre, refuge, crisis centre, leisure centre, office and future 
emmaus shop to all be housed under the same roof.

56

project financed: 

€30 000

DeALING wITH HUmAN TRAFFIcKING TOGeTHeR
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INTeRNATIONAL cONTAINeR FUND

proceeds from the annual solidarity sales go towards the  
international container fund, which makes it possible:

•	 To finance part, or all, of the cost of shipping containers sent 
by groups with little financial means as part of the  
international container programme

•	 To cover the cost of travel of companions who take part in 
preparing or receiving containers

•	 To organise meetings and training, such as the container 
information and training days and the meeting to draw up the 
annual programme

•	 To respond to unforeseen events (extra customs clearances 
costs, for example)

Groups that are unable to send containers can also take part by 
collecting goods for groups that do send containers, or by making 
a financial contribution to the programme. 

In 2013, the international container
fund made it possible to:
•	 Run container days at emmaus cabriès and emmaus pointe Rouge 

in France (information, discussion, talks from representatives from 
Africa and South America, and loading containers)

•	 Hold the 2013 container programme evaluation meeting at  
emmaus chatou in France in December 2013 (information,  
debate, talks from representatives of Africa and South America, 
and loading a container)

•	 To support 8 groups with customs clearance, covering all or part 
of the shipping costs, certification and translation of shipping 
documents.
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execUTIVe cOmmITTee emeRGeNcY FUND

The solidarity sales also go towards this fund, which is used to 
help emmaus groups and surrounding populations that have been 
affected by disasters.

In 2013, the movement was able to respond to two emergencies:  
the emmaus community of San Agustin in peru and cpSS in  
cameroon were able to start up their activities again, which had 
been endangered due to fires.

Use made of the the executive  
committee emergency fund in 2013

2013 emeRGeNcIeS
February 2013 November 2013

cpSS
(cameroon)

emmAUS SAN AUGUSTIN 
(peru)

Fire at the palm oil factory Fire at the warehouse and carpentry 
workshop

     €500 (emmaus Africa)
+ €1500 (cpSS)
+ €2000 (executive committee 
                emergency fund)

    €3000 (emmaus America)
+ €8690 (executive committee 
                emergency fund)

Fire

Repair of the factory. The roofing was 
redone; the barrels and containers, a 
press and many other useful tools for the 
manufacturing were purchased. 

It took six months to get back to the 
initial production level.

Fire

Goods lost: two superchargers, an electric 
welding machine, a welding machine, 
paint and other tools.

Ongoing repairs to the premises (roof, 
electrics, etc.) and purchase of materials. 
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ReGIONAL SOLIDARITY FUNDS

The regional solidarity fund is made available to the regions every 
year. The 2013 solidarity sales raised a total of 30,000 euros for 
2014, and were shared out as follows: 

•	 A budget to support regional solidarity (2/3) divided equally 
between the four regions

•	 A budget to monitor and evaluate the regional projects (1/3), 
which is divided between the regions, according to  
percentages that correspond to the number of groups in each 
region

A few examples of the use made of these 
funds by the regions in 2013:

•	 Responding to emergencies in Africa. example: ALDp in Burundi 
was able to give support to families who fell victim to serious  
flooding.

•	 Visits to monitor solidarity actions financed in South America. 
example: in Bolivia, visit to emmaus San Vicente, which has not 
yet recovered from a landslide which carried its entire infrastruc-
ture away.

•	 In Asia, event organising, responding to emergency situations and 
developing activities that are already underway. example: In India, 
installation of a water purification system by Florence Home Foun-
dation to provide children, visitors and neighbouring families with 
access to drinking water. 

•	 In europe, support with organising meetings. example: organisa-
tion of ‘collectives’ (Romania, Bosnia, poland/Ukraine), meetings 
which enable participants to find out about the groups’ realities 
and talk face-to-face with members. 
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OTHeR AcTIVITIeS

In 2013, the budget available for other activities was used to finance 
the solidarity road show. It was organised to mobilise groups to support 
the priority areas and international solidarity, and took place from 3 – 7 
August in the United Kingdom, firstly stopping off in Nottingham, then the 
emmaus UK federation office in cambridge, then emmaus Brighton.

“The solidarity road show is what the emmaus movement is all about: meeting others. I have a 
feeling that the more the world’s groups see with their own eyes what other groups are doing 
to support our shared ideals, the more we will find the means to reach our objectives.” 

patrick Atohoun,  

community Leader of emmaus pahou, Benin

participants discussed their groups’ daily lives and the actions implemented and 
supported by the movement that come under the priority areas:

•	 Access to water and the Nokoué programme, presented by patrick Atohoun 
from emmaus pahou, Benin

•	 ecotourism, presented by Alexander Savarimuthu from Florence Home Founda-
tion, India

•	 Solidarity sales and projects, presented by juan williams Suarez from  
emmaus San Agustin, peru

•	 ethical finance and the emmaus ethical Fund, presented by Gérard Racinne 
from emmaus Berry au Bac, France

8

NOKOUé pROGRAmme

Lake Nokoué is situated in the Sô-Ava district, in southern Benin.  
The population living on and around Lake Nokoué is spread across nine 
villages. The inhabitants mainly live from fishing, livestock farming and 
agriculture. most families live on less than €1,50 a day. The lives of people 
living on Lake Nokoué are very paradoxical as they live on water, in houses 
built on stilts, but only 10% have access to safe drinking water and 2% 
access to sanitation facilities. This lack of drinking water has conse-
quences on peoples’ health and impacts the whole structure of society. 
Through its fishing association and local emmaus group, the population 
called on emmaus International to launch the ‘citizens in solidarity for 
water on Nokoué’ project in 2006.

In 2013 solidarity sales run by all groups in the emmaus movement made it pos-
sible to finance a significant portion of the water access works on the lake:
•	 6 water conveyance systems
•	 6 water towers and 76 community taps, each supplying water to 850 inhabi-

tants. Over 20km of pipes laid
•	 8 of the 9 villages on the lake, accounting for up to 65,000 people, have been 

provided with water-access infrastructure

There are still several challenges ahead: 85 blocks of 4 latrines are to be built on 
stilts on a floodplain, a sludge treatment system is to be set up and work needs 
to continue on hygiene awareness raising and supporting the local authorities 
and population to ensure the project is managed collectively and in a transparent 
and sustainable manner.
Our movement is therefore demonstrating to other civil society activists and local 
and national public powers, the feasibility of supporting marginalised people so 
they take back ownership of their rights.
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projects put forward for financing
from the 2014 solidarity sales

AFRIcA - Financed by the solidarity sales
cORDIS (South Africa)
construction and renovation of cORDIS rooms €16 000
AFA (Benin)
construction of a building to house a shop €25 000
meTOKAN (Benin)
Setting up the emmaus metokan farm school €22 000
zODNeeRe (Burkina Faso)
Renovation of a well and construction of a water tower €4500 
cpSS (cameroon)
completion of the building and fitting out the cpSS shop/
Granting microcredit loans to ADNA women €23 500
jeKAwILI (cote d’Ivoire)
Support to refresh and modernise the organisation’s agro-
pastoral activities €23 000
mARS ONG (Togo) 
A ‘social granary’ for a solidarity-based economy €15 000

SOUTH AmeRIcA - Financed by the solidarity sales
emmAUS pARANA (Argentina)
Repairs to the roofs of the community’s workshops and ware-
house €27 608
emmAUS IGUALDADe NO BRASIL (Brazil)
construction of a warehouse for sorting through solid waste 
and sorting materials collected €23 548
cUNA NAzAReTH (peru)
construction of the Nazareth bric-a-brac store in pachaca-
mac €20 259
emmAUS pIURA (peru)
clearing and redeveloping fallow land for agricultural crops €21 617
emmAUS NUeVO pARIS (Uruguay)
construction of a warehouse for storage, workshops and 
offices (on land opposite the community) €110 000

ASIA - Financed by the solidarity sales
water programme 

for 7 member organisations x 4 878 € €34 146
microcredit programme 

for 7 member organisations x 4 878 € €34 146
ecotourism programme

for 7 member organisations x 1 422 € €9954
Training programme 

for 7 member organisations x 3 069 € €21 483
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